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The Fez Conference of Arab National Commissions 





Delegates from Unesco National Commissions in nine Arab States—Egypt, 
Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, Libya, Morocco, Sudan, Syria and Tunisia—met in 
a regional conference at Fez from 27 to 30 January. Representatives of 
Saudia Arabia and the Arab League were also present at this meeting. 
Observers were seat by five other Unesco Member States—France, Italy, 
Norway, Spain and Turkey—as well as by the Holy See. Unesco’s Secretariat 
was represented throughout the conference by Mr. Jean Thomas, Assistant 
Director-General, and Mr. Galindo Pohl, chief of the Bureau of Relations 
with Member States, accompanied by five other officials. Dr. Vittorino 
Veronese, chairman of the Unesco Executive Board, and Mr. Luther 
H. Evans, Unesco Director-General, participated in the closing sessions of 
the conference. 





UNDER THE SIGN OF CO-OPERATION 


His Majesty the King of Morocco presided over the opening session of the 
conference. ‘As soon as the idea of holding this meeting was born’, he 


declared, ‘our country eagerly manifested its desire to organize it and chose 
Fez, one of our most important cities, as its site.’ After having expressed 
his deep satisfaction at seeing Unesco’s Major Projects on the Mutual 
Appreciation of Eastern and Western Cultural Values and on Scientific 
Research on Arid Lands on the agenda of the conference, King Moham- 
med V concluded his address by expressing a wish to see a tightening of 
the links uniting the National Commissions of the Arab States. This 
co-operation, he said, would facilitate participation by the countries 
concerned in the work of Unesco and, at the same time, it would contribute 
to the development of their cultural relations. 

Then the heads of the respective delegations took the floor, all of them 
stressing the value and the importance of the cultural community formed 
by the Arab States. All of them also told of the interest of their govern- 
ments in the development of education, science and culture and emphasized 
the need for increasing exchanges of information. 

‘Like the previous conferences’, declared Mr. Thomas (referring to 
regional conferences of National Commissions already held for Latin 
America at Havana, for Asia at Tokyo and for Europe at Aix-en-Provence, 
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France, and Dubrovnik, Yugoslavia), ‘the Fez conference will mark the 
peaceful participation by the Arab world in the universal movement which 
is carrying all the peoples of the world on the path of continuing progress 
in education, science and culture.’ 

After electing His Excellency Mohammed El] Fassi, Morocco’s Minister of 
Education, as chairman and Mr. Abdelkebir E] Fassi and Mr. A. Lakhdar, 
both members of the Moroccan delegation, as rapporteur and secretary- 
general respectively, the conference set up four committees to study: 
(a) Uneseo's programme in 1957-58 and 1959-60; (b) the East-West major 
project; (c) the major project on arid lands research; (d) the co-ordination 
of the work of the National Commissions of Arab States. 

In addition, a working group was organized to discuss various other 
problems, such as the simplification of Arabic typewriter keyboards and 
the activities of the Arabic translation service in Unesco’s secretariat. 


THE COMMON PROBLEMS OF THE ARAB STATES 


In the recommendations which it voted, the conference stressed the import- 
ance of the geographic, economic, linguistic and cultural factors common 
to all Arab States, factors which influence the development of education, 
the progress of science and the extension of culture in these countries. It 
expressed a particular interest in the organization of secondary and voca- 
tional education in Africa and in the education of Arab refugee children. 
The conference went on record as favouring an increase in the production 
of scientific apparatus, the circulation of Uneseo’s science exhibits to all 
Arab countries, the extension of the services of the Cairo Regional Science 
Co-operation Office, and the development of the activities of the regional 
fundamental education centre at Sirs-el-Layyan, Egypt, and the educational 
statistics centre at Beirut. The conference asked that necessary steps be 
taken to facilitate the use of audio-visual teaching aids in the Arab States 
and that Uneseo should increase its participation in the development of 
information services—press and radio—in these States, notably by granting 
fellowships to students. Delegates also voted im favour of the translation 


of Unesco publications and top-ranking works of science popularization 
into Arabic. 


THE EAST-WEST MAJOR PROJECT ‘ 

The East-West major project drew particular attention from the conference. 
Its recommendation on this subject recalled, on the one hand, the important 
‘role of Arabic culture in the history of world civilization, as well as the 
desire expressed by the Arabs to know the West better and to improve 
appreciation of its cultural values; and, on the other hand, the primordial 




















influence of Western studies and research which must be recognized if one 
is to understand the development of modern thought. 

As a result, the recommendations made by the delegates to the Fez 
Conference stressed reciprocity. They asked that Unesco should: (a) Help 
give Westerners better access to Arab research institutes; (b) encourage 
the stady of various social aspects of life in Arab countries; (¢) enable the © 
Arabs to make their achievements known by using all means of 
information. 

In addition, the conference recommended that Unesco should: (a) Facili- 
tate the study of Western languages in Arab countries; (b) promote 
exchanges of teachers and students between East and West; (c) organize 
exchanges of films or exhibits dealing with the cultural values of different 
peoples; (d) consider translation as an important means of bringing about 
mutual knowledge. 


The National Commissions of the Arab States agreed to co-ordinate their 
efforts in this vast field. 


SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH FOR ARID LANDS 


Delegates also expressed keen interest in the major project concerning 
scientific research for arid lands. After pointing out that, from the Atlantic 
Ocean to the Persian Gulf, a huge belt of desert crosses the Arab States 
and occupies most of their area, they stressed the fact that the raising of 
living standards is all the more difficult to achieve in these regions where 
populations are steadily growing. In a recommendation entirely devoted 
to these problems, the conference indicated interest in the co-ordination 
of past and current research in the various countries concerned, as well 


as in the exchange of information and the unification of scientific 
terminology. 


THE CO-ORDINATION OF THE WORK OF ARAB NATIONAL COMMISSIONS 


To help co-ordinate the work of National Commissions in the Arab States 
and to tighten the links which should exist between these commissions and 
the Unesco Secretariat, the conference adopted a recommendation in favour 
of a regular exchange of periodical information bulletins among Arab 
National Commissions and the creation of a ‘co-operation centre’ destined 
to serve as a junction point for these national commissions. 

In the closing session, addresses were delivered by the chairman of 
Unesco’s Executive Board and the Director-General. After expressing his 
gratitude for the invitation which had been sent to the Board—two of 
whose members were present, Monsignor Maroun of Lebanon and 
Mr. Estelrich of Spain—Dr. Veronese, chairman of the Board, paid a warm 











tribute to the Moroccan authorities and the people of Fez, ‘who did not 
hesitate to open their hearts and souls to their Unesco guests . . . to the 
point of giving the name of the Organization to one of their most beautiful 
avenues’. The Director-General also thanked the Government of Morocco 
for its hospitality and stressed the interest attaching to regional meetings 
of National Commissions and the importance of the collaboration of these 


commissions in Unesco’s programme. 




















Unesco’s Regional Science Co-operation Offices 


by A. EsTaBLizr 
Head of the Regional Activities Division, 
Department of Natural Sciences 


The first Unesco General Conference, meeting in 1946, adopted the follow- 
ing resolution: “The Secretariat is instructed to establish a series of field 
science co-operation offices, starting with those regions of the world remote 
from the main centres of science and technology, tc begin in 1947 with 
four (East Asia, South Asia, Middle East and Latin America), each to 
consist of scientific men engaged in every type of liaison work which will 
assist the scientists in the region, having special regard to the raising of 
the standard of life of the non-industrialized peoples.’ 

In accordance with this resolution and others adopted by subsequent 
General Conferences, Unesco has organized a network of Science Co-opera- 
tion Offices covering the following regions: Latin America (Montevideo 
office), South Asia (New Delhi office), South-East Asia (Jakarta office) 
and the Middle East (Cairo office). 

At the time of their creation, these co-operation offices mainly had the 
task of liaison ‘in order to facilitate among scientists and technicians in the 
various regions of the world exchanges of information, personnel and 
materials, as well as the co-ordination of research.’ This task of liaison 
proved extremely necessary after the second world war—after the five years 
of isolation suffered by scientists in many countries. 

Later, the Science Co-operation Offices were given new tasks more directly 
aimed at the needs of the modern world. For example, they have been 
called on to carry out, at a regional level, Unesco’s programme concerning 
the ocean sciences, the humid tropics, arid zones, and the teaching and 
popularization of science. 

Since 1949, the co-operation offices have helped prepare a series of 
symposia concerning this programme. During the past eight years, they have 
organized 33 symposia, 20 refresher and training courses and 9 scientific 
meetings. The refresher courses are intended particularly for teachers while 
the training courses are organized for research workers and their pro- 
grammes are limited to the study of techniques used by modern science: 
the methodology of radio-isotopes, electrophoresis, electronic microscopy, 
etc. The symposia bring together specialists in a given region so that they 
may compare the results of their work with that carried out by scientists 
from other regions. In this way, symposia have been held on high-altitude 
biology, mathematics, new techniques of physics research, the zoogeography 
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of the Middle East, etc. Finally, more general meetings are held to bring 
together eminent experts to study problems raised by the regional organiza- 
tion of scientific research and to advise on the work plans of the offices 
themselves. Nearly 2,000 scientists have participated in these various 
meetings and it seems safe to state that the regional centres created by 
Unesco are making a positive contribution to international scientific 
co-operation. 

But the activities of these centres are not limited to carrying out pre- 
conceived programmes. Every day brings a new problem which they must 
help solve, a problem whose solution requires a thorough knowledge of the 
region in question, of the scientists working in it and of the methods of 
international scientific co-operation. A training course or a symposium must 
be organized in different ways in different regions and, in order to obtain 
satisfactory results, it must bring together experts perfectly aware of 
working conditions in the groups of countries concerned. 

One of the most effective tasks of each of these co-operation offices is 
that of ‘catalyzing’ the scientific activities of its region. The office must 
reply to requests for information which it receives from persons desiring 
to set up associations for the advancement of science or national research 
centres. It must also advise on the preparation of certain programmes of 
science teaching (whether in schools or in adult education, through study 
circles and exhibits) it must help recruit specialists needed to give lectures 
and it is asked to give its opinion concerning the organization of research. 
These are routine daily jobs, but they produce tangible results. 

The science co-operation offices also keep the Department of Natural 
Sciences at Unesco House in Paris abreast of the scientific problems facing 
the countries in their regions. They also indicate specialists whom Unesco 
may call upon to participate in the meetings of certain committees of 
experts. 


THE MONTEVIDEO OFFICE 


This is the oldest centre. Founded in Rio de Janeiro in 1947 and transferred 
in 1949 to Montevideo, it serves a region stretching north and south over 
nearly 6,000 miles and covering 20 countries. Up to the present, it has 
replied to thousands of requests for information and has published reports 
on the activities of Latin American scientists, as well as several biblio- 
graphies of scientific publications which have been published in the region. 
So far, the Montevideo office has issued 33 publications. It has also 
organized some 40 meetings: 9 scientific conferences, 8 refresher courses, 
8 training courses and 15 symposia. More than 1,000 scientists have parti- 
cipated in these meetings. 























THE CAIRO OFFICE 


This office was also founded in 1947. The region which it serves has 
expanded considerably im recent years with the addition of Morocco, 
Tunisia, Libya and Sudan to the ranks of Unesco’s Member States. It is 
responsible for scientific liaison among the Arab countries, Ethiopia, 
Turkey and Iran. 

Unesco’s first activities concerning arid zones were begun by the Cairo 
office. Since its establishment, it has furnished scientists in the Middle East 
with information concerning new techniques of underground water prospec- 
ting, and it has supplied them with seeds of plants well-adapted to saline 
soils. This office has also facilitated the study of economical methods for 
the purification of salt water and it has encouraged research aimed at the 
utilization of wind and solar energy. More than 100 visits and lectures by 
scientists have been organized by this office, as well as some 15 meetings 
in which more than 400 specialists have participated. 


THE JAKARTA OFFICE 


First established at Nanking, the Regional Science Co-operation Office for 
South-East Asia was first transferred to Shanghai, then to Manila and 
finally to Jakarta in 1951. It has replied to thousands of requests for 
information, materials and scientific equipment. In the same manner as 
the Cairo office, it has organized visits by eminent scientists who have been 
able to offer their counsels to scientists in the region. It has also organized 
some ten meetings of experts in which 300 specialists have participated. It 
was also the Jakarta office which laid the foundation for Unesco’s acti- 
vities in the field of the ocean sciences—activities which are continually 
developing. 


THE NEW DELHI OFFICE 


Created in 1948, the South Asia Science Co-operation Office has paid parti- 
cular attention to the development of science teaching and the installation 
of laboratories in schools. It has encouraged steps taken in the countries of 
this region to popularize science: the creation of clubs and associations 
of science writers, the organization of exhibitions, etc. These additional 
activities have not prevented it from carrying out liaison among scientists 
in the region, thanks to an information clearing house and the organiza- 
tion of numerous seminars which have been attended by more than 300 
experts. 











This network of Science Co-operation Offices established by Unesco over 
the past ten years is an unprecedented accomplishment in the scientific 
world. Unesco has sought new and practical solutions to old problems and 
the creation of these offices is one of the steps it has taken in this direction. 
Founded on an experimental basis, they now constitute an important ele- 
ment of international scientific co-operation. 




















Unesco Fellowships ‘and ‘Travel Grants 


Unesco awards a number of fellowships each year for study abroad in 
subjects closely related to its current programme. The fellowships are 
usually awarded to mature persons already established in their professions 
and are generally aimed at the training of specialists for work in connexion 
with educational, scientific or cultural development programmes in Unesco’s 
Member States. 

The preliminary selection of candidates is made by the governments of 
Unesco’s Member States. Applications should therefore be sent to the 
Ministry of Education or the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in the candidate’s 
own country. Applications sent direct to Unesco cannot be taken into 
consideration even when the candidates are very highly qualified persons. 
It should be borne in mind that there is a very limited number of 
fellowships awarded each year and that they are shared among Unesco’s 


Member States and the Non-self-governing and Trust Territories they 
administer. 


FELLOWSHIPS 


The Unesco fellowships offered in 1957-58 may be classified in nine cate- 
gories as follows: 


Unesco Fellowships (Planned Programme), offered in the following fields: 
educational psychology, social implications of industrialization, teaching 
of journalism, humid tropical zone research, co-ordinated experimental 
activities for international understanding (school programme), oceano- 
graphy, creative arts, reading materials for new literates. Number: 77 for 
the period 1957-58. 


Unesco Technical Assistance Fellowships, offered in the following fields: 
primary and secondary education, teacher training, fundamental education, 
technical education, science teaching, educational administration, vocational 
education, general education, educational research, scientific research, 
arid zone research, geophysics, nuclear physics, scientific documentation, 
scientific instruments, museography, educational broadcasting, textbook 
reproduction. The awards are open to nationals of underdeveloped 








countries with which Unesco has signed agreements for technical assistance. 
Number: 120 in 1957; probably similar number in 1958. 


Unesco Fellowships (Participation Programme), offered in the following 
fields: educational documentation, educational psychology, technical edu- 
cation, vocational education, women’s education, educational administra- 
tion, agricultural education, rural teacher training, fundamental education, 
librarianship, preservation of monuments, museography, art education, 
education through arts and crafts, music education, theatre organization, 
peaceful use of atomic energy, spectrography, teaching of mathematics, 
medicinal plants, educational statistics, social sciences, educational tele- 
vision, educational film, journalism, film documentation. These awards are 
open to nationals of countries which have made a request to Unesco for 
fellowships in connexion with educational, scientific or cultural develop- 
ment projects (i.c., mainly, but not exclusively, underdeveloped countries) . 


Unesco University Grants for Regional Cultural Studies, open to post- 
graduate students or university teachers for studies in fields which can 
contribute to Unesco’s Major Project on the Mutual Appreciation of 
Eastern and Western Cultural Values. Number: 35 for the period 1957-58. 


Travel Grants for Educational Leaders, open to candidates having experience 
in some branch of education, for study of social and educational conditions 
in another region, within the terms of Unesco’s Major Project on the Mutual 
Appreciation of Eastern and Western Cultural Values. Number: 20 to 25 
in 1958. 


Latin American Major Project Fellowships, open to Latin American edu- 
cators, Purpose of the awards is to train staff for teacher training colleges 
and to train educational specialists and administrators, Number: 130 for 
the period 1957-58. 


Arid. Zone Major Project Fellowships, open to nationals of countries parti- 
cipating in Unesco’s Major Project on Scientific Research on Arid Lands. 
Purpose of the awards is to train personnel for the research institutes 
designated by Unesco in relation to the major project. Number: 20 for the 
period 1957-58. 2 


Unesco Study Grants at ASFEC, open to nationals of Arab countries, for 
participation in courses at the Arab States Fundamental Education Centre 
at Sirs-el-Layyan, Egypt. Number: 80 in 1957 (further awards in 1958). 























Unesco Study Grants at CREFAL, open to nationals of Latin American 
countries, for participation in courses at the Regional Centre of Funda- 
mental Education for Latin America, Patzcuaro, Mexico. Number: 57 in 
1957 (further awards in 1958). 


TRAVEL GRANTS 


Travel grants are awarded each year by Unesco to workers and to a number 
of youth group leaders: 


Unesco Group Travel Grants for Workers’ Study Tours in Europe, granted 
to groups of about 15 persons participating in study tours abroad sponsored 
by worker’s organizations. Recipients are nationals of European countries 
who are manual or non-manual workers and members of a national 
affiliate of an international workers’ organization. Number: Grants awarded 
to about 50 groups each year. 


Unesco Group Travel Grants for Workers’ Study Tours in Latin America 
and Asia, granted to groups of about 5 persons participating in study 
tours abroad sponsored by workers’ organizations. Recipients are nationals 
of Latin America and Asian countries who are manual or non-manual 
workers. They should be members of a workers’ organization, preferably 
affiliated to an international workers’ organization. Number: Grants 
awarded to about 40 groups over a 2-year period. 


Unesco Longer-Term Exchange Scheme for European Workers, open to 
nationals of European countries. They should be manual or non-manual 
workers who are members of national affiliates of certain international 
trade union or co-operative organizations which co-operate in the scheme 
and make the necessary arrangements for the participants to work at their 
own trade in the host country. Number: about 150 over a 2-year period. 


Unesco Youth Travel Grants, open to members of national affiliates of 
international youth and student organizations, for study of youth and 
student cultural and educational activities related to Unesco’s programme. 
Number: about 80 over a 2-year period. 


Applications for workers’ and youth travel grants should be sent to the 
organizations of which candidates are members and not to Uneseo direct. 
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NEWS FROM UNESCO HOUSE 


Sociological Studies and Peaceful Co-operation 


At a meeting held in Moscow under Unesco’s auspices from 6 to 11 
January last, 13 sociologists from some 10 countries discussed the following 
question: Does the existence of different social systems constitute an insu- 
perable obstacle to international understanding and co-operation? This 
round-table conference, which took place at the Praesidium of the Soviet 
Academy of Sciences, was convened by the International Sociological Asso- 
ciation as part of a programme of studies organized by Unesco on the 
contribution of the social sciences to international peaceful co-operation. 

The first task of the scientists meeting in Moscow was to find out 
whether they ‘spoke the same scientific language’. For that purpose, they 
selected for discussion two subjects of sociological research relating to 
social inequality. Papers had been prepared on educational opportunities 
in the United States of America and the United Kingdom, and on inequa- 
lity of incomes in the Soviet Union and Poland. In examining these papers, 
useful comparisons between methods of study and interpretation were 
made, and discussion then broadened out to cover other countries. 

The 13 sociologists also exchanged information about teaching and 
research in sociology. They agreed to carry out a research project on the 
light thrown on social values by the content of films, aimed at stimulating 
co-operation between sociologists in different countries. 


Eleventh Conference of Organizers of International Voluntary Work Camps 


The international voluntary work camps are now expanding fast. In 1954, 
there were, 1,859 such camps, mostly in Europe and America, attended 
by 69,000 young people; in 1955, 115,000 volunteers took part in the work 
of 2,598 camps; in 1956, there were 144,000 young people in 2,647 camps, 
and first estimates for last year show that there were 165,000 volunteers 
working in 3,085 camps situated all over the world. 

The first international work camp was opened in 1920, near Verdun. 
After the second world war, many thousands of volunteers took part in 
reconstruction work throughout Europe. In 1948, Unesco convened the 
first conference of work camp organizers, during which the Co-ordination 
Committee for International Voluntary Work Camps was established. 

Since then, Unesco has constantly supported this permanent body, whose 
members are elected every year by the representatives of organizers of 
work camps. The associations whose activities are co-ordinated by the 


committee are growing steadily in number: 30 in 1951, 70 in 1954, 160 in 
1956 and 200 in 1957-58. 
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Once the ruins of war had been more or less cleared away, it became 
essential to provide the growing body of eager volunteers with work of a 
type to satisfy their ideal of brotherhood and mutual assistance. This 
accounts both for the kind of work done by the majority of the camps 
organized over the past few years—slum-clearance, aid to village commu- 
nities, etc.—and for the fact that most of them have been established 
in economically underprivileged areas. As part of this new programme, 
the co-ordination committee has undertaken the execution of one of the 
Unesco-sponsored Associated Youth Enterprises—fundamental education 
work camps. These camps are designed to help rural communities in 
underdeveloped countries to improve their standard of living by modern- 
izing their methods of collective work. This programme has been under- 
taken mainly in South-East Asia, through the establishment of international 
work camps such as the one at Kengeri, near Bangalore (India), or 
national camps such as those in India, Pakistan and the Philippines. 

These work camps are also helping toward the carrying out of Unesco’s 
Major Project on the Mutual Appreciation of Eastern and Western Cultural 
Values. In this respect, the camp at Kengeri marked an important advance: 
young people from twelve countries of Europe and Asia lived and worked 
together there for several weeks. 

This new campaign was fully approved by the eleventh Conference of 
Organizers of International Work Camps, convened by Unesco in New 
Delhi from 5 to 12 January last. The conference, held for the first time 
in an Asian country, was presided over this year by Mr. Indra Paul Singh 
(India), and attended by organizers of work camps from the following 
20 countries: Belgium, Burma, Ceylon, Finland, France, Federal Republic 
of Germany, India, Indonesia, Israel, Japan, Malaya, Nepal, Netherlands, 
Norway, Pakistan, Philippines, Switzerland, Thailand, United Kingdom, 
and United States of America. 
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UNESCO’S ACTION 
THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 





East-West Major Project 


Contribution of the Social Sciences to the Execution of this Project 


Ten social scientists—sociologists, economists and anthropologists—met in 
Calcutta from 13 to 18 January 1958, under the chairmanship of Professor 
N. Datta-Majumbar (India) to study the contribution of the social sciences 
to Unesco’s Major Project on the Mutual Appreciation of Eastern and 
Western Cultural Values. They recommended, for instance, that social 
scientists should study and interpret the aims and objectives of Eastern 
States as expressed in their constitutions, legislations and official documents, 
which may be regarded as the clearest and most tangible indication of the 
new cultural and social values of the countries concerned. In addition, the 
experts advocated comparative studies of the day-to-day functioning of 
the institutions established in those countries, as an effective aid to a 
better understanding of the aforesaid values, their evolution, and the 
changes to be expected. 

The experts meeting in Calcutta also emphasized the importance of 
improving Eastern peoples’ knowledge of Western institutions. They 
further stated that the social and cultural values of Orient and Occident 
alike would be better understood and appreciated if studied in relation 
to the daily life of the peoples. A study might for instance be made of 
their attitude towards the acquisition of wealth or manual labour, of the 
evolution of the status of men and women respectively, or of the peoples’ 
reactions to the inculcation of new loyalties and a sense of citizenship. 


Improvement of Textbooks and Teaching Materials in Asia 


With the generous co-operation of the Japanese National Commission, a 
meeting of experts to study “The treatment of the West in textbooks and 
teaching materials of South and East Asia’ will be organized in Tokyo 
from 22 September to 4 October 1958. 

These experts will propose means of international co-operation and 
exchange between Eastern and Western countries for the improvement of 
textbooks and other teaching aids and materials, so as to promote mutual 
understanding of cultural values. They are, in particular, to make construc- 
tive suggestions for action in the next few years designed to help pro- 
ducers of teaching materials (writers and publishers of textbooks, etc.) in 
the countries of South and East Asia to supply materials that are techni- 
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cally of good quality, and give as accurate, up-to-date, fair and objective 
a picture of the West as possible. 

About twenty-five educators, invited by the Director-General of Unesco, 
will take part in the meeting. They will include specialists representing 
all the Member States of Unesco in South and East Asia and there will 
also be a few experts from other parts of the world. 

This meeting in Tokyo will continue the activities carried out or stimu- 
lated by Unesco since its foundation for the purpose of improving text- 
books and teaching materials from the point of view of their contribution 
to international understanding. Thus, an international seminar organized 
by Unesco at Sévres (France) in 1951 led to many bilateral or multilateral 
consultations on this subject among historians and educators from various 
countries. At the outset, most of these activities took place in Western 
Europe. Then, at Unesco’s suggestion, National Commissions of many 
Western countries arranged for studies to be made of the treatment of 
Asia in their own textbooks. On the basis of these appraisals, a meeting 
of experts held at Unesco House in May 1956 called attention to some 
deficiencies in the treatment of Asia in Western textbooks, and suggested 
various improvements. 

The meeting to be held in Tokyo will similarly make use of studies 
conducted in some Asian countries on the treatment of the West in Asian 
textbooks. It will not be the business of the meeting, however, to try to 
resolve issues raised in the interpretation of certain historical events. Its 
task will be to find ways of serving the major project, which are realisti- 
cally adapted to educational conditions and which help to meet urgent 
needs in regard to the production of educational materials. 

Unesco is also undertaking other activities to promote the aims of the 
major project in the field of school education. For example, the implica- 
tions of the major project for reorientation of the curriculum and changes 
in the content of particular subjects will be considered by Unesco’s 
International Advisory Committee on the School Curriculum, at its next 
meeting (September 1958). In this respect, too, efforts are being made to 
improve the training of teachers and methods of education for international 


understanding, oh Mel 


Participation Programme 
and Technical Assistance 


New Work Plan for the Patzcuaro Fundamental Education Centre 


Fundamental education of course plays an important part in community 
development plans, which are becoming increasingly numerous in the 
underdeveloped countries. The curricula of the Regional Fundamental 
Education Centre for Latin America (CREFAL) at Patzcuaro (Mexico) and 
its supplementary programme of field work are designed to train, in the 
best possible conditions, leaders and supervisers for fundamental educa- 
tion and directors for new national training centres. 
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CREFAL’s original work plan for 1957-58 provided for: (a) a regular 
18-month course in fundamental education for approximately 60 students, 
beginning every year in April; (b) three short courses, each lasting approxi- 
mately three months and catering for about 25 students. This would have 
meant that the staff of the centre would have been required to serve two 
overlapping series of courses during the period April 1957 to September 
1958. This would have been particularly onerous, in view of the fact that 
the staff is also responsible for conducting community studies, collecting 
the necessary information for the assessment of results secured through 
fundamental education and producing appropriate teaching and training 
materials. 

In order to lighten this unduly heavy work-load, and to enable CREFAL 
to make an increasingly effective contribution to fundamental education 
programmes being carried out in various countries of Latin America, a 
number of important changes have been introduced into the original work 
plan, as follows: the students following the regular course which began 
in April 1957 are not to terminate their training until September next, and 
there will be no other regular courses in 1958; the regular course 
beginning in January 1959 will terminate in June 1960, with the succeeding 
course beginning in January 1961; during each two-year period, a minimum 
of three short courses will be held, each of three months’ duration and 
accommodating 25 students. 

In the three months from October to December 1958—during which no 
regular course will be held—the staff of the centre will devote itself 
entirely to experimental work and the drafting of reports on those experi- 
ments, the production of - audio-visual teaching aids, and missions by 
staff members to collaborate in the carrying out of various fundamental 
education projects in Latin American countries other than Mexico. 

These changes, proposed by the director of CREFAL, were approved, 
at the Director-General’s. request, by the Executive Board of Unesco. 
All the Latin American governments and the Organization of American 
States, which had been consulted previously, were in favour of the changes. 


Preservation of the Archives of Historic Documents in Paraguay 


When the General Conference of Unesco met in Montevideo in 1954, the 
idea of forming a mobile microfilm unit to be placed at the disposal 
of Member States requiring its services was put forward. The main object 
was to give all countries, and particularly those whose resources were 
more limited, an opportunity of making microfilm copies of the most 
valuable works in their libraries, and of any documents of great historical 
value, rare engravings, maps and drawings held by them, thus securing 
copies on film usable in many different ways, thanks to modern techniques. 
The Unesco mobile microfilm unit consists of a set of ee 
equipment, forming a travelling laboratory, in charge of an expert; 
is made available to governments, as an aid measure, temporarily and sede 
of charge. If a country, after seeing the advantages presented by the 
new technique, wishes to set up a permanent microfilm service, it must 
‘acquire its own equipment, the technician to head the service having 
been trained in the use of the apparatus and in the techniques of Unesco’s 
mobile unit. 
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The first country which requested the services of the mobile microfilm 
unit was Paraguay. The Archives Office in Asuncién has a rich historical 
collection covering the period from the sixteenth century to the present 
day; the oldest document, though a contemporary copy of the original, 
dates from 1534. The 7,500 volumes of the Archives Office are divided 
into five sections, and the historical section appears to be the most valuable 
of all. It consists of 449 volumes and was given priority for microfilming. 
Microfilm records have been made of over 400 volumes; this represents 
197,000 pages microfilmed, using a total of 3,200 metres of film in 145 reels. 
The work proceeded at an approximate rate of over 5,000 pages per 
working week. 

The mission in Paraguay was completed and the mobile unit has gone to 
Panama, where it has now begun to make microfilm records of the docu- 
ments preserved in the National Library and National Archives. Thereafter, 
the mobile unit will pursue its way to other American countries which 
have indicated their desire to receive this assistance from Unesco. 


Conclusion of the Beirut Seminar on the Contribution of the 
Social Sciences to Economic Development 


We have already spoken in the Chronicle of the importance of the 
seminar organized by Unesco in Beirut last January on the theme of the 
contribution of the social sciences to the economic development of the Arab 
countries.| Before dispersing, the experts attending this meeting agreed 
on a number of conclusions. In particular they stressed the importance of 
studies on the following subjects: transition from subsistence economy 
to market economy; the common market economy of the Arab States; the 
structure of the market and the distribution of produce; re-examination of 
foreign trade policy in the light of the new needs created by industrializa- 
tion; over-population and under-population in the Arab States; the social 
problems of urbanization and industrialization; interrelations between 
economic and social questions; improvement of planning techniques; the 
institutional and legal framework of economic development; the role 
of women in economic development; the settlement of nomads; and 
problems of social structure in the development of the arid zone. 

The participants in the seminar also emphasized the need for improving 
Arabic technical terminology, and recommended that Unesco promote the 
establishment in the region of a centre for research on the social effects 
of industrialization and technological progress. 


Development of Social Sciences in Iran 


Professor Roger Girod, director of the Centre of Sociology at the Uni- 
versity of Geneva, recently submitted to the Director-General of Unesco 
a comprehensive report, drawn up on his return from his mission to Iran 
in November and December last. This report contained the facts about the 
present situation of the social sciences in Iran, in order to enable Unesco 
and the Iranian authorities to work out the best measures for improving 
the position. 


1. Unesco Chronicle, Vol. IV, No. 2, p. 56-7. 








During his stay in Teheran, Professor Girod organized a seminar on the 
role of the social sciences in a country where industrialization is only just 
beginning. Thanks to that seminar, it was possible: (a) to assess the 
progress of social science studies in Iran, compare it with the country’s 
needs, and discuss means of lessening the gap between what has already 
been done and what remains to be done; (b) to assemble specialists, who 
in the ordinary way have little contact with one another, and enable them 
to understand how their activities are in fact interdependent; (c) to hold a 
general scientific discussion on the problem of industrialization, liable 
to be of interest even to people of other countries. 


Thailand Schools Publish Village Newspapers 


Village ‘newspapers’ produced in the schools of the region of Ubol, in 
North-Eastern Thailand, have become a feature of community life over the 
past year. The schools are attached to the teacher-training college at Ubol, 
in which Unesco experts are working together with Thai educators. Items 
for the papers are gathered from teachers, children, priests, and owners of 
radio sets. 

The newspapers are hand-written and illustrated, and are posted on 
a board in the centre of the village. Until quite recently, the newspaper 
was the only reading material available, but now a pony-cart library has 
started its travels in the district, and is welcomed enthusiastically by 
the people. 


New Missions of Experts 


The direct aid which Unesco affords to governments at their request— 
known as Participation in Member States’ Activities—differs from United 
Nations technical assistance in not being confined to industrially underdeve- 
loped countries and not depending on a country’s stage of economic 
development. Eleven experts were sent on mission under this programme 
during January. Below is given, for the seven countries and one region 
benefiting by this new aid, the purpose of each mission, together with the 
name and nationality of the expert appointed: 

Brazil. Participation in the programme of teaching through the arts and 
crafts, Mr. F. C. Lange (Uruguay), expert in miusicology. 

Egypt. Participation in the operation of the Archaeological Documentation 
centre, Mr. J. Serny (Stateless), epigrapher; Mr. S. Donadoni (Italy), 
philologist and archaeologist; and Mr. J. Jacquet (Switzerland), architect. 

India. Participation in the operation of the Asian Theatre Centre, Messrs. 
A. Elmore (United Kingdom), specialist in theatre organization, and Miles 
A. Lee (United Kingdom), expert in children’s theatre. 

Italy. Participation in the operation of the Abruzzi Pilot Project, Miss 
F. Botts (United States of America), expert in fundamental and adult 
education. 

Lebanon. Participation im the organization of the teaching of the social 
sciences, Mr. L. Husson (France), expert im social psychology and peda- 


gy: 
Sudan. Participation in the organization of libraries and museums, 
Mr. H. K. O. Asplund (Sweden), expert in library organization. 














Syria. Participation in the organization of the teaching of the social 
sciences, Mr. W. Brown (United States of America), professor of socio- 
logy. 

Latin American Social Science Faculty, Santiago, Chile. Participation in 
teaching, Mr. J. Medina Echevarria (Costa Rica), professor of sociology. 

Under the United Nations Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance, 

Unesco sent three experts on mission in January. Two countries benefited 

by this further aid: 

Guatemala. Participation in programmes of education for productivity, 
Mr. R. Bordage (France), expert in the use of audio-visual aids. 

Turkey. Participation in the development of vocational education, Miss 
N. M. Becker (Brazil), teacher of home economics; participation in the 
operation of the Technical University of the Middle East, School of 
Architecture, Miss D. N. Isley (United States of America), librarian. 

By 31 January last, the number of Unesco experts on mission was 287 

(54 under the Programme of Participation in Member States’ Activities and 

233 under the Expanded Programme of Technical Assistance). 


Fellowships 


Under the participation programme, Unesco awarded a fellowship in 
January to Mr. Helmuth Korton, an Austrian national. In order to 
complete his training as an art historian and expert on the restoration of 
monuments, he is to visit Germany, Italy and the United Kingdom. 

Under the Expanded Programme of Technica] Assistance, three fellow- 
ships were awarded during the same period. The holders are Pakistani and 
Yugoslav nationals. In order to complete their training, they have visited 
or are to visit one or more of the following countries: Austria, Belgium, 
Denmark, France, Federal Republic of Germany, Hong Kong, Japan, 
Switzerland, United States of America. 


News of Member States 
and National Commissions 


Australia, A regional seminar on multiple-class teaching was opened at 
Grafton, New South Wales, on 12 February last. This meeting, organized 
by Unesco in conjunction with the Australian National Advisory Committee 
for Unesco, lasted until 28 March. In addition to a number of New South 
Wales educators, 26 delegates from the following 14 countries of South 
and South-East Asia attended the meeting: Afghanistan, Burma, Cambodia, 
Ceylon, India, Indonesia, Iran, Laos, Malaya-Borneo British Group (Sara- 
wak, Brunei), Pakistan, Philippines, Thailand and Viet-Nam. 


Austria, Germany (Federal Republic) and Switzerland. Three National 
Commissions for Unesco—the Austrian, German and Swiss commissions— 
have pooled their resources to print and distribute in their three countries 
German-language editions of Unesco publications dealing with the social 
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sciences, education and cultural problems. Nineteen works have so far 

appeared, and three others are at present being translated. Printing of 
the publications is undertaken by well-known publishing houses in Berlin, 
Frankfurt-am-Main, Vienna or Ziirich. 


Canada. The first session of the Canadian National Commission for Unesco 

took place in the Parliament building at Ottawa, on 5 and 6 February 

last, under the chairmanship of Mr. Norman Mackenzie, president of the 

University of British Columbia and chairman of the National Commission. 

At the opening meeting, speeches were made by Mr. Diefenmbaker, the 

Prime Minister; Mr. Sydney Smith, Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs; 

Mr. Brook Claxton, chairman of the Arts Council; Mr. René Maheu, 

Unesco representative to the United Nations (on behalf of the Director- 

General); and Mr. Mackenzie. The three subsequent working meetings 

were devoted to the following themes: 

1. Study of the relations between the commission and the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and the Arts Council respectively; consideration of 
reports on the Regional Conference at Dubrovnik, on the visit paid by 
Mr. Bussiére, secretary-general of the commission, to the Unesco Secre- 
tariat, and on the conference organized at San Francisco by the United 
States National Commission; 

2. Discussion of preliminary reports on the Organization’s proposed pro- 
gramme for 1959-60; 

3. Legal, administrative and budgetary questions. 

At the close of a banquet given im connexion with this conference, 
Mr. Maheu made a speech on the ‘Role of National Commissions in the 
operation and work of Unesco’. 

The Unesco representative to the United Nations also visited Montreal 
and Quebec, where he had talks with many persons in teaching, scientific, 
literary and artistic circles. 


Chile. Four committees have recently been set up by the Chilean National 
Commission for Unesco. These new committees have been made responsible 
for studying problems connected with the Major Project for Extension of 
Primary Education in Latin America, the Major Project on the Mutual 
Appreciation of Eastern and Western Cultural Values, thes development and 
modernization of museums, and the organization of libraries and biblio- 
graphical work respectively. 

Mr. Alberto Rioseco has been appointed secretary to the National 
Commission to replace Dr. Alberto Villalén. 


Cuba. The National Commission for Unesco has entrusted Mrs. C. Labrada 
Bernal, former assistant delegate to Unesco, with the task of organizing a 
refresher course for geography teachers in secondary schools. The Ministry 
of Education is to award diplomas to persons passing the examination 
on completion of this course. 


Dominican Republic. In connexion with the East-West major project, an 


exhibition of Japanese children’s drawings was organized last January 
under the sponsorship of the National Commission for Unesco. 
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Finland. The National Commission for Unesco has just published the 
pamphlet entitled Unesco—Ten Years of Service to Peace in Finnish. 


Haiti. The youth sub-committee attached to the National Commission for 
Unesco has recently changed its officers: Mr. René A. Benjamin is still 
chairman, but the secretariat now consists of Messrs. Dougé Barthelmy, 
Carmel Emmanuel and Weber Ferdinand. 


India. The third conference of the National Commission for Unesco was 
held in New Delhi on 21 and 22 February last. The delegates discussed 
various reports on India’s contribution to the execution of the Organiza- 
tion’s programme during the past two years. They expressed great interest 
in the Major Project on the Mutual Appreciation of Eastern and Western 
Cultural Values. The proposed programme for 1959-60 was also discussed. 
With the financial assistance of the Organization, the National Commis- 


sion has recently arranged for the pamphlet entitled Nuclear Energy and 
Uses in Peace to be translated into Hindu. 


Italy. A number of cultural ceremonies and events were organized by the 
Ministry of Public Education and the National Commission for Unesco to 
mark the ninth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. 
At a public ceremony at the Elyseo Theatre in Rome, Mrs. Maria Jerlovino, 
Secretary of State for Education, gave an address. She also gave a broad- 
cast for all Italian schoolchildren, emphasizing the importance of the 
human rights which had been solemnly acknowledged by the United Nations. 


Lebanon. The National Commission for Unesco has recently arranged for a 
collection of studies, published by the Organization and entitled Humanism 
and Education in East and West, to be issued in Arabic. 


Monaco. The National Commission for Unesco recently held its fifth 
plenary meeting with Mr. Louis Aureglia, vice-chairman, in the chair. 
On this occasion, Mr. René Novella, the secretary-general, announced that 
H.R.H. Prince Pierre, chairman of the commission, wished a Unesco youth 
club and a children’s library to be established. 


Panama. The committee responsible, at the national level, for carrying out 
Unesco’s Major Project on the Extension of Primary Education in Latin 
America, recently organized a study seminar, which was attended by 
several inspectors of schools and 122 teachers. 


Peru. The National Commission for Unesco has recently been reorganized: 
it is now composed of a general assembly of 34 members, an executive 
council of 11 members and a permanent secretariat. Four working com- 
mittees have been set up; they are to deal with the Major Project on the 
Extension of Primary Education in Latin America, the East-West major 
project, the organization of museums, and the development of libraries 
respectively. Dr. G. Aliaga, secretary-general of the Ministry of Education, 
is acting as secretary of the commission pending the appointment of 
another official. 
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Rumania. Mr. Demonstene Botez, the poet and novelist, member of the 
National Assembly, has been appointed permanent delegate of the 
Rumanian People’s Republic to Unesco. 


Spain. Members of the teaching profession take part in educational pro- 
grammes for children which are being broadcast twice a week, on Wednes- 
days and Fridays, in the Asturias region. The broadcasting stations used 
for these programmes—at Oviedo, Langreo and Luarca—have an audience 
of about 40,000 schoolchildren. The organizers of this campaign have 
made wide use of publications issued by Unesco on broadcasting as a means 
of education. The most successful programmes include those on children’s 
rights, as proclaimed in the National Constitution and in the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights. 


Co-operation with International 
Non-governmental Organizations 


International Union for the Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources 


As part of a mission organized jointly by Unesco and FAQ, Mr. R. Balley- 
dier, an ecologist belonging to the secretariat of TUC, has been appointed 
as expert adviser to the Arab States Fundamental Education Centre at 
Sirs-el-Layyan, Egypt. The purpose of this mission is to collect as much 
information as possible on methods of soil and water conservation used in 
Arab countries. This will be used in the preparation of printed brochures 
and visual aids to teach children and adults in Middle Eastern countries 
to make the best possible use of their country’s resources. 


World Federation for Mental Health 


The Executive Board of the World Federation for Mental Health held its 

twenty-eighth session in London, from 30 January to 3 February, with 

Dr. B. Chisholm (Canada) im the chair. Three problems of particular 

interest to Unesco were discussed: 

1. The federation proposes to organize, in 1960 or 1961, a ‘Mental Health 
Year’. 

2. The federation is prepared to participate in the execution of the East- 
West major project. Before stating what measures it will take to this 
end, however, it will examine the results of the meeting of social 
science experts held recently in Calcutta, and the working plan adopted 

_ by the advisory committee on the major project. 

3. In conjunction with the International Union of Scientific Psychology, 
the federation is also to collaborate in the study of problems connected 
with the use of atomic energy. 
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International Association of Plastic Arts 


The executive committee of the International Association of Plastic Arts, 
meeting in Paris at the end of January, decided to strengthen its existing 
links with the association’s national committees, and to try to ensure that 
they play a more active part in carrying out its work. 

At this meeting, the Japanese National Committee announced that it 
had built, on one of the islands of the archipelago, an international art 
centre to serve both as a meeting place for Japanese and foreign artists, 
and a cultural and documentation centre. This establishment, which will 
cost about £70,000, is to be financed exclusively by Japanese artists, without 
official help. Meanwhile, the Chilean National Committee is organizing a 
symposium on the plastic arts in Santiago next July, which will be attended 
by artists from the whole of Latin America. A photographic exhibition on 
the ‘Synthesis of Plastic Arts’ (the combined use of paintings, sculpture and 
architecture) will be prepared for this occasion by the IAPA. 

As a contribution towards the execution of Unesco’s Major Project on 
the Mutual Appreciation of Eastern and Western Cultural Values, the 
executive committee has instructed its secretary-general to organize a 
meeting of artists in Asia. 

With the help of a number of legal experts, members of the committee 
examined various problems connected with copyright—droit de suite, moral 
rights, the use of television, and international competitions. A draft resolu- 
tion asking for customs exemption for the import of works of living artists 
will be submitted to the General Conference of Unesco next November. 

It is recalled that the International Association of Plastic Arts, which 


was founded four years ago under the auspices of Unesco, already has 
41 national committees. 


Sixth Conference of Non-governmental Organizations 


The sixth Conference of International Non-governmental Organizations 
approved for consultative arrangements with Unesco is to take place in 
Paris from 17 to 20 June 1958. One hundred and twenty-five delegates have 
been invited to attend this meeting, the agenda for which will include a 
discussion on the role of these organizations in the implementation of the 
East-West major project. The conference will also consider recommendations 
submitted by various international associations concerning Unesco’s proposed 
programme for 1959-60; it will discuss the collaboration of these associations 
in the work of National Commissions for Unesco; and co-operation between 
non-governmental organizations and Unesco’s Department of Mass Com- 
munication. Finally, there will be an exchange of views on studies made 


by the working parties set up at the fifth Conference of Non-governmental 
Organizations. 
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PUBLICATIONS 


‘Problems of Humid Tropical Regions’ 


‘Most countries within the tropical belt have either gained their indepen- 
dence recently or are now on the threshold of becoming arbiters of their 
own destinies. With political freedom must come also economic, intellectual 
and spiritual emancipation. From being led by and dependent on outsiders 
to show the way and carry the burdens of responsibility, they must 
henceforth depend largely on themselves—but not, it is to be hoped, 
without help from those who carried such responsibilities before or are 
otherwise competent to help. This assistance can best be given through the 
agency of such international bodies as FAO, Unesco, WHO and WMO.’ 

These are the words of Mr. C. H. Holmes, one of specialists at present 
supervising the work of the Forest Department in Colombo, Ceylon, in an 
introduction to a study on tropical vegetation which Unesco has just 
published. 

‘Both the fecundity and the inertia of people in tropical regions are 
proverbial’, Mr. Holmes writes. ‘From the combination of these two is 
derived the most urgent and pressing problem which governments in 
tropical lands have to face, namely, bridging the gulf between the produc- 
tion and the consumption of food. The first and obvious course is to open 
up new lands for cultivation, and it is almost invariably natural forest that 
pays the price of such development from the accumulated riches in the 
soil and other material of past ages. We are prone to think more readily 
and urgently of the danger of the loss—to both scientific study and aesthetic 
enjoyment—of different types of wild animals. The fact that this is preceded 
by destruction of, and reduction in the extent of natural vegetation is not 
always given equal attention. In reality it is the natural vegetation that 
provides the very basis of life for animals and mankind alike and should 
therefore be given more, and earlier, attention. It is well known that the 
tropical evergreen forest, which represents the highest fora of vegetational 
development in the world, is a fast-diminishing asset. 

‘The answers to the problems created by the ever-increasing population 
and the diminishing forests are not to be found easily. They will not be 
found at all except through increased and intensive research in all the 
fields of human endeavour represented by the different sciences. Scientific 
research in tropical countries is still largely in an early stage of develop- 
ment and those engaged in such work are extremely few in number. They 
_are also handicapped in many ways, not infrequently by lack of under- 
standing and support from those in administrative authority over them. 
They also suffered from lack of personal contacts with other scientific 
workers.” 
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Unesco Assists Co-ordination of Research 





In view of the importance of this question, the Unesco General Conference, 
in 1954, authorized the Director-General to promote the co-ordination of 
research on scientific problems relating to the humid tropical zone and to 
promote international or regional measures to expand such research. The 
Organization first made efforts to collect information on problems of humid 
tropical zones within its Member States. This information was presented 
at a preparatory meeting of specialists, held in Kandy, Ceylon, in March 
1956. On the recommendation of these experts, an International Advisory 
Committee of nine members was set up a few months later. 

The purpose of this committee is to consider matters concerning research 
in the fundamental aspects of the natural sciences, of interest in the humid 
tropical zones; to stimulate the carrying on of such research, to assist it 
and, in cases where important problems are not at present receiving 
adequate attention, to initiate or promote the necessary research. The 
organization of symposia is one of the means adopted in realizing this 
objective. Immediately prior to the preparatory meeting a symposium on 
the ‘Study of Tropical Vegetation’ was jointly organized by Unesco’s Science 
Co-operation Offices in South Asia (New Delhi) and in South-East Asia 
(Jakarta), in collaboration with the National Commission of Ceylon for 
Unesco. In order that the widest possible number of specialists should 
benefit by information made available, Unesco published early in 1958 the 
collection of papers presented at the preparatory meeting in Kandy, as well 
as the proceedings of the symposium.* 


The Development of Agriculture in the Amazon Region 


The first of these publications contains three general reports on different 
regions and three special reports of a local character. The latter deal 
respectively with biological problems in the Belgian Congo, entomological 
problems in South Asia and the development of water resources in the 
Philippines. Each report outlines interesting questions, the study of which 
is of real importance for the development of the territories concerned. The 
following summary is limited to the conclusions reached by the authors 
of the general reports devoted first to the Amazon region, secondly to the 
Caribbean and thirdly to humid regions in South Asia. The aim was not 
only to outline the problems of these regions but also to give an account 
of fundamental research being carried out. 

According to Dr. Felisherto C. Camargo, director of the National Service 
for Agronomical Research in Rio de Janeiro, the Amazon region represents 
the most important continental reserve of land and water resources capable 
of being developed by man. The rule-of-thumb classification divides the 
land into two categories: ‘flood-plain’, or land subject to inundation, and 
‘high ground’ out of reach of the seasonal spates. The lowlands at the 


1. Problems of Humid Tropical Regions /Problemes des régions tropicales humides, 
102 pages with maps and charts; price: $3.00; 15/-; 900 frs. Seedy ef of Tropical Vege- 
tation / L’étude de la végétation tropicale, 226 pages with maps and charts; price: 
$6.00; 30/-; 1,800 frs. Paris, Unesco. Bilingual publications. (Humid Tropics Research / 
Recherches sur la zone tropicale humide series.) 
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mouth of the Amazon which are flooded by the sea and not by the river 
could very easily be brought into cultivation. All that is needed is to cut 
drains with a bottom with of 2 metres through the river bank at 200-metre 
intervals. These drains would carry off the sea water during high tides. 
This method of drainage applied to the low plains bordering the Guama 
River by the Instituto Agronomico do Norte (Belém) has resulted in the 
harvesting of between 3,000 and 3,500 kilograms of rice per hectare during 
the rainy season. 

As regards the inland plains of the Amazon region which are periodically 
flooded by the river during the rainy season, it is proposed to cut siltation 
channels which will cause the formation of silt deposits and drain off the 
Amazon flood waters into the bank side lakes. There are at present six 
siltation channels in the Amazon region. The scheme of soil building by 
siltation channels in the Lower Amazon flood plains is designed to create 
lands for agricultural production by means of a system of polders adapted 
to conditions in humid tropical regions. 

Average population density is 1 person per 2 square kilometres. One-sixth 
of the total population of the Amazon territory lives in the two State 
capitals of Belém and Manaus, one-third practises the system of ‘shifting’ 
agriculture, and half are employed in the forest extraction industries. At 
the present time, the region needs immigrants to develop food production. 


Organization of Scientific Research in the Caribbean Region 


The countries surveyed in the second report by Dr. Enrique Beltran, of the 
Mexican Institute of Research on Natural Resources, have many common 
characteristics arising from their geographical situation in the Caribbean 
zone. They have a common background in the racial mixture of native 
Indians and Spanish conquerors. With a few exceptions they have the 
same official language and the same prevalent religion. Most of them have 
a predominantly agricultural economy that provides the basic foods 
consumed by their inhabitants. Some have also an important cash crop for 

of basic importance in the nation’s economy; for example, sugar in 
Cuba and Puerto Rico, bananas in Guatemala and Honduras, and coffee 
in El] Salvador and Costa Rica. 

Because of the ‘underdeveloped’ stage of most of these countries, it is 
generally supposed that almost no research has been done. Nothing is 
farther from the truth. Some of this research work has been published in 
local journals—many of them with a very small cireulation—and mostly 
in Spanish. Other work carried out by foreign scientists has been published 
in English, French or German in journals abroad which are not always 
easily available. The most important task at the present moment is to 
assemble work already done. Once this preliminary work is done, the next, 
more complicated and difficult task will be to evaluate the importance and 
reliability of each contribution. With such information to hand, it should 
be possible to pinpoint existing gaps and to plan ahead the research 
necessary in order to fill them. The general outlook for the future is very 
encouraging: everywhere new centres are being established or planned. 
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Study of Forests in South Asia 


Lastly, Dr. E. K. Jamaki Ammal, director of the Central Botanical Labora- 
tory in Lucknow, India, points out in his report that the humid tropics 
represent the highest stage of natural vegetation in the world. They are 
remnants of a vegetation that extended over a great part of the earth 
during earlier geological periods prior to the rise of the Himalayas. The 
Indian sub-continent has 21,000 species of plants, that is more than 
one-tenth of the total number of species in the world. Brazil is the only 
other country with a larger number of species than India. In spite of this 
diversity, however, India is very poor in endemic genera compared with 
China, Australia and South Africa. The flora of Ceylon is similar to that 
of South India but Ceylon has also many species which are endemic to the 
island. 

Mapping of soils is an urgent need in the study of the forests of South 
Asia, according to Mr. Janaki Ammal. Little is known about the action of 
leaching by rain on different types of rocks. Laterite—a sort of red clay— 
is formed from both igneous and metamorphic, and even sedimentary, 
rocks and more detailed study of laterite from different parts of humid 
forests is needed. 

Today the humid forests in all parts of the world are still inhabited by 
the most primitive of aborigines, many of whom are still in the Neolithic 
Age. Among these tribes may be included the Nigritos of the Andamans, 
and the Veddhas of Ceylon who live by food gathering and use wooden 
digging sticks to gather roots. In general these people do not upset the 
biological ecology of the forests they occupy. It is only when tribes take 
to cultivation or pastoral life that the biological balance is upset. Mr. Janaki 
Ammal concludes with the hope that studies will be undertaken on a world 
scale of primitive man in humid tropical forests and his relationships 
with flora and fauna. 

The publication of the proceedings of .the Kandy symposium contains 
some thirty articles giving detailed information on the state of progress in 
mapping out principal types of tropical vegetation, on the present state 
of knowledge of tropical vegetation, and on techniques used or recom- 
mended for the study of such vegetation. 


107 








MEETINGS AND SEMINARS 


PROVISIONAL TIME-TABLE OF CONFERENCES, 


March, April, May, June, July and August 1958 


Meetings of international non-governmental 


organizations receiving subventions 
Unesco, which are held at Unesco House are indicated by an asterisk. 


8-19 
8-19 
11-18* 


21 April- 
24 May 
25-26 


Headquarters Committee: twenty-fifty session. 

Meeting of experts on evaluation of the results of 
school education. 

Meeting of National Commissions for Unesco in the 
Western hemisphere (convened by the National 
Commission of Cuba and subsidized by Unesco). 

Meeting of economists on peaceful co-operation. 


Meeting of representatives of recruiting sources. 

Intergovernmental Advisory Committee on the Major 
Project on the Extension of Primary Education in 
Latin America: second session. 

International Committee on Monuments, Artistic 
and Historical Sites, and Archaeological Excava- 
tions: meeting of the Bureau. 


Working parties of non-governmental organizations. 
Sixth meeting of the committee set up by the fifth 
Conference of Non-governmental Organizations. 
Regional seminar on the Secondary School Curri- 
culum (organized by the French National Com- 

mission and subsidized by Unesco). 
Executive Board: Administrative Commission. 
Executive Board: External Relations Commission. 
Meeting of the Council for Education in World 
Citizenship. 
Executive Board: fiftieth session. 


Steering committee of the Research Centre on the 


Social Implications of Industrialization in Southern 
Asia. 


Meeting on the UNRWA/Unesco education pro- 


gramme. 

International Advisory Committee on Research in 
the Natural Sciences Programme of Unesco. 

Regional seminar on Educational Statistics for Arab 
States. 

Seminar on Associated Schools Projects in Education 
for International Understanding (Latin America). 


Place 


UNESCO 
HAMBURG 


HAVANA 


ISTANBUL 
UNESCO 
HAVANA 


UNESCO . 


(France) 


UNESCO 
UNESCO 
UNESCO 


JERUSALEM 
(Jordan) 
MOSCOW 


BEIRUT 


from 








i 




















Date 


28-May- 
Not fixed 


JUNE 

16 

17-20 

23 June- 


4 July 
Not fixed 


JULY 


19 
7-16 
15-18 
(provisional) 
15-24 
28 July- 

8 August 
Not fixed 
Not fixed 


AUGUST 


Not fixed 
Not fixed 


Special Committee of 2 ar soem Experts on the 
International Exchange of Publications. 

Meeting of experts on psychological evaluation of 
school progress. 


Committee of International Non-governmental organ- 
izations. 

Sixth Conference of Non-governmental Organizations 

with Unesco. 


Board: Special Committee (Trusteeship). 


Twenty-fourth Unesco/IBE Joint Committee. 

Meeting of experts on museums, films and television. 

Twenty-first International Conference on Public Edu- 
cation. 


Second meeting of directors of national services 


Inter-American seminar on Educational Planning 
(convened jointly by the Organization of Ameri- 
can States and Unesco). 

Meeting of experts on peaceful co-operation. 


prec on on problems and methods of cross-cultural 
research in child development. 
Expert meeting on techniques of evaluation applied 
to fundamental education activities. 
International conference on the contribution of _— 
to improvement of professional abilities and + 
cultural development. 


Place 





UNESCO 


GENEVA 


GENEVA 


HAMBURG 


TOKYO 


Probably 
BOGOTA 


‘Not fixed 


BANGKOK 


PATZCUARO 
(Mexico) 
HELSINKI 
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UNESCO PUBLICATIONS: NATIONAL DISTRIBUTORS 








AFGHANISTAN: Panuzai Department, Royal Afghan Mini of Education, Kasvut. 
ALGERIA: Editions de VEmpire pire, 28 rue Michelet, Avorens. ARG A: Editorial Sudameri- 
cana, S.A., Alsina 500, Seuves AIRES, AUSTRALIA: Melbourne haste py A veces, 369 Lonsdale 
Street, MeLpournne C1 tennis 3 AUSTRIA: Ba sen Georg Fromme a, Grenacmees = 39, 
Vienna V. ores de Publicité S.A., 16, rue Marcq, Brusss_s i ne 

handel, ei 151, Aurwane. Uneseo Courier only: Louis Le Lannoy, 15 rue du Tilleal, 
Ganvat. BO j Libreria Selecciones, Avenida Camacho La Paz. BRAZIL: 
Livraria Went Fe te México 98-B, Caixa postal pe Janerno. CAMBODIA: 
Librairie , 14 — ——- PHNOM-PENH. ite Universi + Toronto 


Press, Baldwin prertal 33 St. George S Toronto, 5, and for iodicals Periodica 
Inc., 5090 avenue Papineau, Montreat 34. LON: The Associated nlveraftarta, § of Cuslen Ltd., 
Laie House Bookshop, P.O. Box 244, Coromso 1. CHILE: Editorial Universita ° & S.A., Avenida 

*? ungking 


B. O’Higgins 1058, asilla 10220, Sanriaco. CHINA: The World Book Co. Ltd 
South Road, Section I, Tarren Parwan (Formosa). COLOMBIA: Libreria Central, Carrera 6-A. 
No. 14-32, Bocota. COSTA RICA: 


Trejos Hermanos, Apartado 1313, San Jos&. CUBA: Libreria 
Econémica, Pte —T. 505-7, Apartade , 113, Havana. CZECHOSLOVA Lge # thoy Artia Ltd., 30 Ve 
smetkaéch, Pracu DENMARK: aamoanens 358 Ltd., ° Nereegeens Bepanne cen K. DOMI- 
NICAN REPUBLIC: Libreria Do lh. nae Apartados de Gorrece 666, Comma 
Trumi.o, R.D. ECUADOR: Libreria Gleatifen, 1 Lu fue 22s a 230," Casilla 962, Guavaqui.. EGYPT: 
La Renaissance d’Egypte, 9 Sh. Adly Pasha, Ca SALVADOR: Manuel Navas Cia, Distri- 
buidores de Librés tas, 1A Avenida Sur Dies 37, San Sicen ETHIOPIA: International 
Press Agency, P. P.O. box 120, Apprs nana, FINLAN fj: Shetines Kinpheseve, 2 Kechnssate, 
Hetsinx1. CE: Unesco Bookshop, 19 avenue Maen es rade: Sales Section, 19 
scenes Kléber, Panis-16*. FRENCH CH WEST INDIES: Librairie awe 15 rue Ledru-Rollin, 


P. 208, Fort-DE-FRANCE eee ates GERMANY: R. Oidunbou K. G., Unesco Vertrieb fair 
Deutschland, Rosenheimerstrasse Musica 8. GREECE: Librairie H. pe onal 28, rue du 
Stade, ATHENS. HAITI: Librairie ‘A la Caravelle’, 36 rue Roux, Boite postale 111 Pont-av-PRINCE, 
HONG KONG: Swindon Book Co., 25 Nathan Road, Kowtoon, HUNGARY: Kultura, P P.O.B. 
Bupapest 53. INDIA: Orient Longmans Ab ag Ltd., Indian Mercantile Chamber, Nicol Road, 
Bompay, 1. 17 em fee Catcurr. 18. 36-A Mount Read, Mapnras, 2. Gunfoundry 
Road, Hypgrapap 1. Kanson House, 24-1 Asaf Ali Road, P.O. Box 386, New Detar 1. Sub- 
depots: Oxford Book and Stationery Co., Scindia House New Detnt. Rajkamal Prakashan 
vate Ltd., Himalaya House, Ho Roa , BompBay INDONESIA: G.C.T. van Dorp and Co., 
Djalan Nusantara Posttrommel 85, Jakarta. TRAN: Commission nationale iranienne pour 
l’Uneseco, Avenue du Musée, Teueran. IRAQ: McKenzie’s Bookshop, Bacupap. IRELAND 
(Repustic oF): The National Press, 16 South trederick Street, Dupin. ISRAEL: Blumstein’s 
Bookstores, Ltd., 35 Allenby ers oe 48 Nahlat Benjamin Street, Ter Aviv. ITALY: Libreria 
Commissionaria — via o Capponi 26, Casella postale 552, Frornence. JAMAICA: 
Seep Book Room, 91 oe Street, Kinaston. Knox Hencotionl Services, SPaLDINGs. 


PAN: Maruzen Co. Ltd., 6 Tori-Nichome, ee se i, P.O. Box 605 Ba o — Toxyo, 
JORDAN: Joseph I. Bahous and Co., Dar-ul-K Sait Road, P.O. Box 66, Auman. KOREA: 
Korean National Commission for Unesco, Minit of Education, Gudnel: LEBANON: Librairie 
Universelle, Avenue des Franca Beirut “yp Momolu Kamara, 69 Front and Gurl 


Streets, Monrovia. LUXEMBOUR Librairie Paul “Bruck, 33 Grand-Rue. MALAYAN FED 
ices aun SINGAPORE: Peter ae Co., P.O. Box. 135, Sincaponr. MALTA: Sapienza’s 
ee ey Vatietra. MEXI E.D.LA.PS Libreria de Cristal, Apartado Postal 
8003, Wxrco 4,5 NETHERLANDS: N. V. _—~ Nijhoff, co Voorhout 9, Tae Hacue. 
LAND: Unesco Publications Centre, 100 Hackthorne Road, Cunistcuurce. NICA- 
RAGUAT A Lanza e Hijos Co. Ltd., P.O. Box 52, Managua. NIGERIA: C.M.S. (Nigeria) Book- 
shops, bo: Box 174, se NORWAY: A/S grnet, Stortingsplass 7, Osto. PAKISTAN: 
Ferozsons Ltd., 60 The Mall, Lanore. Bunder Road, Karacui. 35 The Mall, PesHawan. 
Sonentiy Cultu ral Bynemein, Avenida 7a, No. T1-49, Apartado de Correos 2018, Panama. 
PARAGUAY: Agencia de yg i de Salvador Nizza, Calle Pte. Franco No. 39-43, AsuNcION. 
PERU: Librerig Mejia Baca, Jiré: ro 722, Lima. PHILIPPINES: Philippines Education 
Co., Inc., 1104 Castillejos, Quia x 620,” Manita. POLAND: Centre de distribution des 
ublications achewtiGanes F fngem Re. Kult i Nauki, Warsaw. PORTUGAL: Dias & Andrade 
Livraria se aM do Carmo, 70, Lisson. SPAIN: Libreria Cientifica Medinaceli, 
Duque pe Medina 4, Masuae. Unesco’ Courier onl 


se Edicones eo ON ay S.A.. 
Pizarro MaprID. SWEDEN: i C.E. Fritzes Kung). Hovbokhandel, Fredsgatan 2, Srocs- 
HOLM Pi WITZERLAND: Euro Ramistrasse 5, ZUnice. Librairie Payot, 40 rue du 
Marché, Geneva. TANGIER: Pau Fexete rue Cook. THAILAND: Suksapan Panit, Mansion 9, 

damnern ve., BANGKOR. TUNISIA: Victor Boukhors, 4 rue Nocard, Tunis. TURKEY: 

rairie Hachette, 469 Istiklal Caddesi, u, Istanput. UNION OF BURMA: S.P.C.K. 
(Burma), 549 Merchant S P.O. Box ia@oon. UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA: Van 
Schaik’s Bookstore, Libri Buil Church Street, P.O. Box 724, Preroria. ee OF SOVIET 


SOCIALIST REPUBLICS: Mezhdunarodnaja Kn Moscow G-200. UNITED KINGDOM: H.M. 
Stationery Office, P.O. Box 569, Lonpon, S.E.I. U3 ITED STATES OF AMERICA: .o Publi- 
cations ter, 801 Third Avenue, New York 22, N.Y. and — for periodicals: Columbia 
borg Press, 2690 Broadway, New York 27, N.Y. URUGUAY: Unesco Centro de Coope- 
racién Cientifica para América Latina, Bulevar s 1320-24, Casilla de Correo 859, 
Montevipeo. Oficina de Representacién de Editoriales, Plaza Cagancha a 1.¢° piso, Montz- 


vipeo. VENEZUELA: Libreria Villegas Venezolana, avenida Urdaneta, le Norte 17, 

Plaza San Bernardino, Edificio 26-08, Caracas. VIET-NAM: Librairie mo Xuan-Thu, 

— rue Tu-Do, B.P. 283, Sargon. YUGOSLAVIA : Jugoslovenska Knjiga, Terazijc 27-II, 
LGRADE. 
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